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CORRESPONDENCE WITH GENERAL SCOTT
AND GENERAL TAYLOR,

Mr. CLINGMAN rose as soon as the Journal had been |
read 10 make a privileged motion, He moved 1o reconsider
the vote of yesterdny by which the House had instructed the |
Committee on Printing toinguire into the expediency of print-
ing an extra number of the President’s message and the cor-
respondence of Gen. Scott with the Depurunent of War |
which accompanied it. |

He wished to make a brief explanation of his reasons for |
such a motion, and to justify his prediction of yesterday,
when he expressed his apprehension that this correspondence
would not be full.  Since that time- he had aseertained what |
was the charcter of this correspondence, for if it were not
full he did not want any extra copies of it. He had looked
over that correspondence briefly since it had been placed in |
the hands of the piinter, and he was sorry to say that his |
worst fears were realized. He found that it was not a tull

t of the correspondence. He found not only that
aol"li important letters were omitted altogether, but that of
som® letters extracts were. given from the middle ; of others,
they were furnished with the end, snd in some cases they had |
the beginning and the end, but no middle.  He had no doubt |

_that those gentlemen who furnished this correspondence ex- |
ercised the discretion given 1o them very honestly under the
resolution of this House which culled for it. Perhups the |
resolution justified then in keeping back the documents en- |
tire, for no doubt those gentlemen honestly thought thut by |
sustaining the persous now in power, they were doing that
which wos important to the welfare of this country, Any |
thing which had the tendeney to Iswer the present Adminis-
tration in the public estimation, or to overthrow it, they doubt- |
less honesily thooght was detrimental 'to the public interest, |
That he would not pretend to dispute.. But he wished to |
call the atiention of the House to this correspondence, and to
show that it was too imparfect to be sent to the country, |
There was nothing in this whole correspondence that he |
deemed injurious to Gen. Scott; on the contrary, he had no |
doult it would elevate Gen. Scott, and place him on that fa-
vorable ground on which he ought to stand, and on which he |
would etand when the whole facts were known. |
But, befure he remarked on this point of the subject, and
proceeded to call the attention of the House to onas or two im-
portant documents, fie wished to say that he | ad been brooght
to the conelusion at which he had arrived respecting the man-

they would find themselves under a great mistake.
ever Mr. C. had gone and wherever his information extended, |
there was a deep fecling of indignation at such treatment in |
reward for such services.

vitory of Cetro Gordo, without one wond of commendation,

be had been condemued for discharging on purole the prison- |

en taken at the later He adds, that he would go on
wih his gallant army, inferior in numbers as it was, und that
infive or #ix weeks he would reach the city of Mexico, un-

| les stopped by a peace or armistice ; at which place, accord-

in; to the rate at which the censures were progressing, he
thought it likely that he would be suspended from command,

Ir this matter he exhibited his usual sagacity and foresight,
i subseq nts bave sh Gien, Scolt’s correspond -

wce a4+ sent inshows ull this, but it has not all been furnished
w this House. Why should the ecorrespond of Gen.
Voorth with Gen. Scout be published and this withheld ?

It would be monsirous to suppose that the intellect of our |
| ders was 5o distorted and utterly perverted as to thiok that in |

ths correspondence there was any thing to justify the Admin-
isration in its course toward this injured soldier.

on the &pot, in the very presence of tho enemy, and before
the gallant army he haid led 10 victory. A quartermaster, a
new colonel, and a militin otlicer were sent to try him, Al
the proceedings of the court martial had been kept in the
most profound darkness. 'T'hus, utthe elose of the most bril-
liantcagpaign in the national anuals, this brave and accom-
phish'd leader found himselt suspended from command, In
less han six months he had tuken Vera Cruz with itsimpreg-
nabl casile ; he had marched four hundred miles into the
hear of a country the most difficult by reason of its physical

featsres, armed and prepared to resist him at every step, with |

o foxce of less than ten thousand wmen ; with this linle band
he bnd put to route thirty thousand men of the enemy, en-
Lrenduc! in positions the strongest by nature and art, skilfal- |
lv wrning them in every instance, and had stormed and ta-
kena walled eity of 200,000 juhabitants, utterly annihilat- |
ing he army opposed to him, and capturing in his march se- |
ven hundred pieces of cannon. And for this he had been
susgended ! The despatches showed what had at first been
the emper of Trist toward Gen. Secott. Why had General |
Scot been thus suspended ' 'T'o show, us it would seem, the
aptlority of the Admini i the great
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power and dignity of Me. President Polk and his Govern-

, the conqueror of Mexico must be overthrown. But
Mr. C. would tell gentlemen that if thay imagined that the
American people viewed such a proceeding with indifference, |
Wher- |

Aud he should be greatly disap- |

The Ad- |
muistration seemed to think that the crime he bad committed |
Wis $0 @normous as to render it necessary he shouly be tried |

' \

amazement at the strength of a people who, while defending
their eity against his victorious army, could at the sane time
carry war int & distant provipee ; and, in like manuer, the
Whigs had been found strong enough to conquer New Spain
and carry on a vigosous and successful war against the eneiny
neor this capital.  When this correspondence should be pub-
lished Mr, C. intended to say a few things more about it, angd
show the people how shamelessly it had been garbled und mu-
tiluted with a view to uphold the Administration.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, here obtained the floor.

Mr CLINGMAN said it had been his intention to with-
draw his motien before he sat down ; but, ns the gentlemen
had got the floor, let him go on.

. Me. THOMPSON then proceeded to observe that
this debate was wholly unexpected by him, yet he wished
o say a few words ia reply to the gentleman from North
Carolina.  That gentleman had taken a very strange sititude,
and seewed to want 1o place the Administration and its iriends
in another, as strange, The gentleman, sccording to his
own showing, believed the war with Mexico to be unjust and
unconstitutional,  If so, then it must have been an unmoral |
and irreligious war,  And, though Congress bad furnished
the means to earry it on, and the gentleman himsolf had voted
the supplies fur that purpose, yet be maintsined that the Ex-
ecutive, in its arrangement of the troops employed, had vir-
tually been moking war upon .one of our own generals, and
would have rejoicod to see him defeated.  Could any thing
be conceived, even in the heat of party zeal, more ridiculous
than this 7 ‘Thut he who was, under the constitution, com-
mander-in-chiel of the whole military force of the country,
wouldl rejoice to see our armies defeated and disgraced, while
his own glory, as the alleged author of the war, must mani-
festly depend on the success of oururms!  Why this attempt
to raise up the Administration against our generals and set
them in array ogainst each other ! In this attempt advantage
was taken of the generals themselves. While it was the Pre-
sident himself who had called Gen. Seott to the head of the
army, it was pretended that it had been done only to destroy
him.  Nothiog could be more ridiculous.

I'he gentieman alleged that the Administration hal crippled
and opposed General Taylor from the very beginning; that
they bad pot furnished him un ad forco to caplure Mon-
terey, and had refused or neglected to furnish the necessary
transportation.  But could the gentleman have exnmined into
the facts of the case ?. It was true that Gen. Taylor had made
such a complaint in o letter to Gen. Gaines ; but the moment
that complaint was known to the Administiation, the Quar-
termaster General had been called upon to explain.’ T'he let-
ter of Gen, Jesup (a man not unknown to this country, but’

pointed if the Administration had not raised in the country a = who had won himself soie reputation by deeds with which
storm which they would be little able to meet They seem-  overy man in the country was familiar) was before Mr. T.,
ed to desire to make an exhibition of Gen. Scott under ar- | and he would take therliberty of reading some extracts from it.
rest, It reminded him of & pussage in recorded in a | It was an interesting document, aud, from the remarks of the
book which was not so ofien read as it deserved tobe. He al- | gentleman from Nosth Carolina, Mr. T. was certun the gen-
luped to the Scriptural account of the manner in which Sam- | tleman could not have read it.
son was treated by his conquerors. Having got the strong . [Here an extract was read from:Gen. Jesup's letter, dated
reconsider ; and he supposed the’ gentleman from North Ca- | D80, at whose name they trembled, into their power, they | New Orleans, December 5, alleging that it was all the faolt
rolina would admit that his course of remark was irrelevant. | him and reserved him for exhibition on State occasions. | of Gen, Taylor himself, who got ull he asked for ; if he waut-
Mr. CLINGMAN said he was speaking on the matters em- joIn one instance, when brought forth before the people to ed more he should bave asked for more, &e. ] et s
lin this correspondence and the despatches which had make them eport, he laid his hands on the main pillars of the | The gentleman from North Carolina hud repeated in his
between the Department and our Generals ; and this he | difice, and brought it down in ruins upon the londs of the | speech what Gen. Jesup had heard as a report on his way to
supposed was in order. | Philistines. If the present Administration did not experience | New Orleans. When that officer heard the report he had

agement of this war from a perusal of these documents—his
conclusion was, that the war bad been negligently managed
by the Administration, and that all the ment of it was Jue to
our generals,

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, rose to a question of order.
He desired 1o know whether the Speaker considered it in or-
der to indulge in a course of irrelevant debate on a motion to |

h

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alsbams, ssid the gentleman was dis- | s 1aie 8t the harids of the people, it would owe its escupe
cussing the manner in which the President and the Secretary Gansral Boott. in one ofnhia Jetters from Puebla, looking o
of War bad managed the war with Mexico.  If, however, the | the inadequate furce with which her;“l:m?b nrl:h"l:.m: I
whole question was to be thrown open—if both sides were to | the capital, predicted that he should ha th = d {lh-
be heard—if the Speaker deemed it in order, on a motion to | 2 SRR BEUEIO TAE 0 SARUE Tave 8 thousand o) b
rmjmii-]er a vote ordering the printing of a certain number of | besn saved had be beén Sl sh:x! wil: “:' far::. .E:Em 5 ‘“; |
9‘“{"" of 2 certain document, 10 go into a general debate, let | proper for such a conquest.  Bat with the feeble commund he |
bt - | s he i i i |

The SPEAKER replied that these motions to print and to | :th:n::jdpo;,:‘,;jilx’::‘:rgpg:;‘ﬁ:;t{;: :h :‘&f:. ;’;{1 [:;: :
reconsider opened the general question embraced in the docu- | gntered the gates of Mexico in triumph.  One is reminded of
ments 1o be printed, but the gentieman frum North Curoling | aq jncident of European history. After the battle of Pavia,
must confine h If to that quest | Charles V, baviog his rival Francis a prisoner, asked of @ |

Mr. CLINGMAN said he would confine himself to this i French peasaut who was brought before him, *‘how many
correspondence.  Well, then, they had here a correspondonce, |.days’ journey is it 10 Paris ?”  *¢ Twelve, sir,” was the re- |
in compliance with a call of this House, which purported to  ply 3 **but they will be days of battle.” There was, how-
give the whole of General Scott’s despatchies as well as the | ever, one stiiking Jiff-rence between the cases. Though |
correspondence of General Taylor.  He was not about to dis- | Charles was ouly twelse days’ journey from Paris be was
cuss the origin of this war—the House had decided that it | never able to reach it ; but Scott did reach Mexico, marching |
was unconstitutionally snd rily begun—Dbut he io- | on steadily, though he had to fight a battle each day.
tended 10 advert to facts shown by this correspondence, which, |  Mr € said he had been told that the Duke of Wellington
to his mind, made it appear that th's Administration had | (one of the best men in the world to p an opi oh

written to the Dej nt referring to a letter from General
Taylor of the 2d July, addressed to the Adjutant General, in
which be stated that he must have to rely on the country for
the means of transportation, &e. [Mr. 'I'. quoted the letter. ]
Here Gen. Jesup, after making his explanation and defence,
added the request that, if his sta was not d | suffi-
cient and satisfactory, he demanded a court mariial, Did the
gentleman fiom North Carolina desire n court martial to set- |
tle the question whether the Quartermaster General had or had |
not done bis duaty to Gen. Taylor ? If the gentleman had had
the fairness to admit (what was no doubt the truth) that the
difficulty expericnced by Gen. Taylor arose from the subject
itself, and was iuherent in the state of the couutry, he would
have done justice both to General Taylor and the Administra-
tion. But be was not content with this. With or without
cause, he must charge the Administration and the Executive

direct attack upon it from the seacosst. But the gentleman
from North Caroling wially misrepresented the fact in saying
that Gen. Beott had been sent down there on a faol’s errand,
with a small inferior force, to be cut up, and, if it was cut up,
the Administration would say, * Why, Gen. Scolt went
down there by his own choice, and if he fails he fails as the
result of responsibility assumed by himself,” Not so. ‘The
responsibility was shared both by the Administration and Gen.
Scott, He believed he gould carry that sirong eastle with the
forco furnished ; the Administration told him to go forward ;
be did go forward, and succeeded ; the event jastified the
calculation.  Did the gentleman, or sny body, m.ﬁopou that
this Administration would have been sati to

Seolt to go upon that expedition, unless they had been con-
vinced likewise that he could succeed in it ?

The gentleman from North Carolina eaid thers had been a
disposition manifested on the part of the Administration
throughout to war with Gen, Scott and Gen. 'P'aylor. He
(Mr. ‘'T.) said there had been no such disposition ; that the
whole correspondence showed the utmost kindness on their
part towards these individuals ; and this efiort to get up an op-
position betwten the Administration and the Generals was
made for the express purposé of benefiting the party of those
men who were opposed to the war, being great friends of those
who had fought in un uvjust cause! Why say that these
Generals had gained glorious laurels for themselves and their
country, when at the same time the individuals who made that
declaration said that they had been fighting in an unjust and
unholy cause ?

This brought him to the course of the gentleman from North
Carolina himself, who had been in a perfect sinte of feverish
anxiety to get hold of this correspondence.  Although it had
been called for by resolution, although the document was
large, the gentleman ‘had for the lust five or six duys been
troubling the Hpuse with attempts to suspend the rules,
upon every occasion when he could possibly introduce his
motion, that he might submit and have passed a resolution
inquiring why it had not been sentin. As soon as it was
sent in—with mo portion whatever garbled, s the gentleman
himself must be convi the gentl shad looked at it
he (Mr. T.) had not; but he ventured the assertion that not
ane single sentence had been stricken out bat that which
related to the ceurt of inquiry now goivg on ; he had not see

ow Uen. | Seot

fought the Executive of the United States and Santa Anna in
one and tho same battle, and defested them both !

Well, after the viclory on the ever-memorable field
of Buena Vista, the President of the United Statos, and those
who believed with him, again got into their heads the hope,

nay the belief, that the work was done—that a peace bad been |

conguered.  Still it took but a very little to show that prace

was not yet. The expedition agaivst Vora Cruz was carried

out. It fell, afid the castle of San Juan de Ulua was taken.

‘I'his fall and caplure in the admirable manner in which it was

performed was attributable, he was free to confess, almost en-

tirely to the great military spirit and sound judgment of Gen.
L.

But after the capture of Vera Cruz the President of the Uni-
ted States once mare deceived himscll with the hope that, in.
asmuch as he had got ion of the key which unlocked
the interior of that whole empire, the work was accomplished
and a speedy peace would follow. And it was because of this
belief, he was firmly convinced, that grew the besitancy and
the failure to furnish forthwith to Gea. Scatt the means of
transportation necessary to enable him to push his victory into
the heart of the country. .

After overy movement the Presiden!, it seemed, had, been
ready to fold his hands until Mexico cried fur quarters. With
the iron determination of the Spaninids, mixed up with the
suvage ferocity of the Indiane, the Mexicans evinced a stub-
bornneas and obstinacy which no other nation had ever in-
stanced. They believed that they were the greatest soldiers
in the world, and that the combined armies of the globe would
never be able to wrest from them their territory or tread the
halls of -the Montezumss. Mz. Polk should bave known this.
He should have had mind enough, or those who counselled
him, to have known something of the character of the enemy
and made r provision for the execution of the war. T'he
battle of Buena Vista the fall-of Vera Cruz but a very
few days, and if Gen. Bcott had been provided at the moment
with suificient supplies of transportation, und with the ability
to get along with an adequate force, he could have moved forward
from Vera Cruz instantly ; he could have passed Cerro Gordo
without a battle and entered the gates of Mexico hefore her
urmy could have rallied, because ut this particular time Santa
Anna had not time to have reached Vera Cruz from Buenn
Vista, to have defended the castle of San Juan, or to have

the document, or talked with any of the heads of Department

about it, but he ventured to say that the fact was so—but now
that it was sent in, the gentleman eontinued to exhibit his
feverish anxiety to know why the Administration had not sent
in something more, and lo, and behold ! he was against the
printing ; or, if it was printed, he seemed to want to have his
notes and comments go out to the country ad o part and parcel
of the correspondence, and to consider that they were just as
important as any part ofit. Now be (Mr. T.) had no doubt but
the people would be able 1o digest these reports, and that too
withoul the speech of the honorable gentlenan going along
with it.

He had been struck with the gentleman’s disposition this
morning. On yesterday he could say unothing. But since
he bad looked through the correspondence, he suid there were
garbled statements, that some provisions had been stricken
out ; and this morning the gentleman had moved to reconsider
the printing to enable him to make his speech ; and, moreover,
after he had finished, he had withdrawn his motion ; thus in-
dieating that he wanted his own comments to go to the coun-
try ; that he wanted to create suspicion on the part of the
people that there had been some injustice done—that there had
been some impropriety committed by the Administration,
without allowing any word of explanation to he'made on the
other side,

These remarks he had made unexpectedly ; but he thought
he bad shown there was something extraorlinary in the course of
the gentleman, that he should privately examine the documents,
and then, fearing that they should go out to the country
without his comments, should roundly, boldly declare that the
Administration bad no grateful feelings, lut were desirous to
ruin the Generals who had conducted the campaign. It
was unworthy of the high and proper course which should be
pursued on the floor of Congress.  Let them do justice to all ;

with inefficiency. Bat the explunation contaned in the do-
cument which he had just read was g0 entirelr full and satis- |
factory that all just and honorable minds must admit it. |
Mr. T'. said he knew well how far party ze\l would some- |
times drive a man who yielded himself up toininfluence. But

been guilty of gross negligence in not furnishing our officers | such a eubject) hnl declared that with a full knO'lﬂ]rge of the
with what it had undertaken to furnish ; and be intended 10 | country assailed and its natural means of defence, he had not
comment on the manner in which General Taylor had been | supposed there wa a captain in the world who could take the |
left in Mexico. He knew not that the country fully | city with such meins; but that Scott had moved on as regu-
understood  this matier, and he should therefore make some | larly as a gencral would mareh in time of peace, exhibiting |
obwervations on the extraordinary course which the Depart-  the most consuminnte skill and indomitable courage. Nor
ment had parsued. ) was this all his glory.  He had besides effected a treaty of |
He would here remark that this correspondence, as furnish- ' pesce; a treaty which, 1o be sure, was not all that could have |
rd by the President, which purported 1o be the correspondence | been desired, but that was no fault of his. The Administra-
and despatchies of Gen. Seott, did not contain one important | tion had not trusted him with its pegotiation. Although he
document, in which was embraced the whole plan of the cam-  had shown such proofs of bis capacity in civil as well as po-
paign which Gen. Scott went to Mexico to execute. That | litical movements ; although he had been sent by Geoetal
was omitted, and for what reason ! He would herv say that Jackson (no personul friend of his) 1o keep the peace ut
while the Administration had pursued its miserable, contempti- | Charleston in the days of nullification, and subsequently by |
Tle system in the prosecution of this war, that what had been  Mr. Van Buren to the Maine border, 2s well as to put down

well done had been doune by our officers and the simy vnder
their command, and the Administration, while apparently un-
dertaking to furnish all the correspondence of Gen. Seott, knew
wel that it was impertant not to send in Gen. Scott’s plan of the
campaign. He did not intend to go into sn examination and
discussion of these despatches at this time ; but this he would
say, that, f Gen. Scott’s plan had been carnied out, we should

jon

the insurrection on the Canada line, and in each case he had
succeeded in his mission, yet the present Administration could
not trust him, bot had appointed the head clerk in the De-
partment of Stale to mansge a diplomatic mission of this
weight and importance. The corr ! ined suf-
ficient evidence of what sort of a man this clerk was ; and,
though but litde comparatively had been given, we could tell

H 1.

long since have seen an end of this war.  The Administ
L this plan in June or July, and if it had been carried out we
might bave had a termination of this war twelve months soon-
er thun we now have. But the Admnistration did not think
proper to adopt and to adbere w0 Gen. Scow's plan, and yet,
an looking over Gen, Scoit’s correspondence recently, he did
pot find a single suggestion in it thet had not been verified by
facts. It not only bhad turned out es he told them that, if vo-
lunterrs were sent out they would die there—as they did, de-
prived of tents to shelter them, as well as of other necesearies
of life—but that no onward movement could be mude for want
of hotses and the means of transportation. It was only the
other day that he heard & gentlemen in the other wing of this
capitol denouncing Gen. Taylor for advancing on Monterey |
with from six 1o eight thousand men, when be had 1wenty

thousand men in the valley of the Rio Grande. Now, if the |
correspotilence were all published, it would be seen. that the

Adinstration ubliged him to undertake that movement, but
failed to furuish him with horses or wagons for the transpor-

tation of his troops.  If Gen. Tavior Lad been furnished with

proper means he would have eaptured the enemy at Monierey

withoul the heavy loss he sustaini ], and thus have escaped

the vote of censure of this House ot ita lust session : and the |
despatches would show that through 1ha entire campaign

Gen. Taylorwas erippled in consequence of the War Depart-

ment not heving furnished him with the means of accomplish-
ing all be desired. But the War Departent, seving that the
contes! had been =0 condacted by Gen. Taylor with the inefhi.
crent! means 8! his disposal, as, though reculting in a series
of brilliant victories, to give no hope of an early pesce,
thought projer again to consult Gen. Scott, who was then in
this city, and st length to take his counsel s to future opera.
tons.  Gen. Seott mecordingly elaborated a plan of csm.
paign, which the Administration has not thought proper 1o
give 1o the public.  [n that plan Gen. Seott foresaw all the
contingencies which would arise.

He wished 0 go to Vera Cruz with 14,000 men, and he
expected o caplure it in 8 certain time.  He then inten led
to march forward o Jalapn, and 10,000 addional troops
were 10 be luruished him for that purpose.  Gen. Seott pre-
ferred regula s fur his expedition, which he was compelled 1o |
take from Gen. Tavlor : bat, after that messure had been deci- |
ded upon, the Admimistration had ainle time to reinforea Gen,
Taylor as they promised to do, by raising his command to
10,000 men long before the battle of Buena Vista, [t came,
then, with a bad grace fram the Administration, oritsorgansand |
friends, o censure Gen, Scott and Gen. Taylor, when they
had failed 10 do that which they had promised to enable those |
Generals o earry on their oporations. .

Bat, after Gen. Scott bad gone to Vera Cruz, and suceend-
.d_ in eaplaring that city, what was the next step of this Ad- |
ministration *  [L was an Wiempt to sopersede bim by a Lieu- |
tenant General.  The Admuistestion was willing to let Gen. |
Scott go forward aguinst Vers Cryz; and many regarded it |
as & desperate u-dertaking, many d it impracticable to |
capture Veta Croz.© The gentleman the Administration se. |
Jectwd to be the Lieutenant General «o regarded ity General |
Taylor, wo, spoke doubtingly of it, aul said that the sttempt |
eught not to be made with less thay 27,000 men. But the |
Administration were willing that Gen. Seott should go there, |
that be might take the responelility of the ex -edition in case |
of a fuilure, and be superssded by o Liurenant Genera! if |
he suconeded.  Gen. Seott succreded 11 Verg Croz, and sub- |
sequently at Cerro Gordo ; and he bl the authority of a |
gentieman of experience in such maiters, then in his eye,
(turning to Col. Haskess,) for saying that, but for the con-
sammate skill displayed by Gen. Seott in 1uriing the enemy’s;
posttion, the valor of our troops would have faled to fires
the passuge,  Perhaps the ounly thing t) be regrotted in those |
brillinnt actievements was that which was oceasisned by one.of |
Mr. Polk’s vwn friends, (Gen Pillow, ) in exposing the regi-
mgnt of & friend of his (Mr, Cl) untiecessanly,  General
Seou then suceoedsl with consummate ab) ty, and he pro-

eeededd on kis march tw the city of Mexico ; bt wiven he ar
rived at Jalaps he found the Administeation bad failed to for-
mish bim with the ten thousand troops which wore promised.
Tt was not ihree days since he heard a friend of this Adminke

i
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time hed expired. Why, their 1ime expired in J
Gen Beolt found, nf month of April, tir;l ll'u:; c::"Il
march Lo the eity of Mexico for want of wag ms, horaes,
of transportation.  He diseos ered that their
M‘mbf:,rqukl mareh, and therefore he
Bentt was

i
§
i

that
nasuiled fur that | 1n one of Gen. Seott's letters
Mli-mwrlﬂuﬁu?nebl-!mhl,}:m
ed of this failure on the part of the Administration in
him troops and means of transportation ;
first communieation he received from the

3

;
;

contained a censure, and, after the

Gen. Soott for dischurging the volunteers before | bad

might escape the vomito. And yet |

L by his foot ; and this diglymatic clerical subordinate,
in what did appear, vilified General Scott in the most insult-
ing language, and talked of * bringiog him down from the

, clouds, where he bad attempted 10 soar over the heads of ordi-

oary men.”  Seutt treated this functionary with merited con-
tempt. But (fiom what cavse did not appear) in « fow months
this person wholly changed his tone, andswriting home about
General Scott declared him to be the wisest and greatest man
in the world. Scott had fought his way to the capital of Mex-
ico, and having driven the opposing armies before him, and
dispersed and annibilated their force, made a trety of peace.
If it was deemed o bad ireaty, General Scot was not respon-
sible for its defects. It was s duty to effect peace by such a
treaty as the Administration would sanction. For the Ad-
ministration, it was a most lame and impotent eonclusion of
their ill-condocted war. They had begun the war with the
declarstion that they must have not only what Mexieo owed
our citizens for spoliations, but indemnity alsy for the cost of
the war itsel’, and security lor the fulfiiment of the terms of
pesce.  But, instead of all this, this humbled Administrati
got only a quit-claim to Texss, (which they insisted bad been
vurs befure,) agreed to pay Mexico’s debt 1o our citizens for
spoliations, and for two worthless Provinces had stipulated
besides to give her fificen millions of dollars. A glorious con-
summation, indeed! Why, we gave but fificen millions for
Lovisians, which was worth twenty times the value of both
put together. This was diing wonders truly, afier having
spent a hondred millions in the war and lust thousands of
valunble lives. If Mexico, before the commencement of the
war, had gffered us such a bargain Congress would not have
aceapted it.  Muoeh talk had been made about indemuity, but
we had got no indemnity, for the country we had boaght so
dear was almost all of it private properiy.  The land, what-
ever of it was worth cultivating, belonged to individoals ; the
residue was worth Jittle or nothing, and would not pay the
expense of surveying and selling it.  The formstion of a
trealy, at all, reflocted very high eredit on the general who
etfccied i1, while the terma of the treaty reflected no glory
whatever on the Administration.

_ Mr. C.sud be bad occupied moch more time than he at first
intended, nor should he have said so much if the gente-
mau from Alabama (Me. Hovsrox) had not interiupted him.
Ihe sul joct was open, under the motion to recoussder, an
gentlemen would have full opportunity for reply. e in-
sisted thot Wl the eredp, both of the war and the peacs, was
tus exciusively to pur able officers and the brave men they
commanded ; but in both the Adminisiration bad uttesly 4l
el When it was proposed in the British Parlisment to\hrow
forene into Uannda ue o preparatory messure sgainst an ir<ur.
rection there, “'rllmghln had inmsted that lhl‘, ought v Le
on a large scale, adding the memorable remark that o greu
country like England cou'd noj have a little war.” The Ad.
mimatrat on of our Government had, however, tried to have
soch & war ¢ they had dune their best for it, having pureyed
lhm‘ 8 pretyans sy sl inits management, because the
gensrale at tie head of our srmies hypnrd o be Whigs
Vietory having nevertheloss eon won, surely the Adminar,.
tiom, if it Lud had any soul, would have given to these brqve
and able men the credit 10 which they had so justly ertided
themselves ; It jnstend of thin there had been u stadied .« Fu
1o degrade the m ot they should gain too mach populanity

Now Mr. C. did not wish the eountry 1o ge the can
ol Ben. T cott on such tragraenis of currupwmmiultn- lieen
sont o the House Ly the Executive. The corresponlonce
‘hadbeen garlled—mowt grossly garbled.  One of Gen. Sc..'
letbers especinlly bad beon garbled in like mannek eleew|are
The papers stated thit o man ealied Cass, in & certain poblic
plece in the U nited Statos, (he would not say where, | had
read & part of this letter, but obstinately refused to read the

«  Now, whu bad cver seen one-half of a ition ren]
in m ourt of justice, and the residos withheld Yot that was
the Kbersl, 16e magnanim s system of the Administration
Mz, G, denunewd it in sdvance.

Thos: who Ll len apposed 1o this war had been donoaye
od in an Excoutive messnge and by Executive partivans an
“* giving aid and comdort 1o the enemy™ Iy their speeches o
that floor, and thereby preventing p-ace.  No, the bppos 1ion
farnished the Admunistration with all necessary mesns 1o |

i

sgo. But ﬂ::?vm-d no such thing ; all they wanted wis
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tige and provent them from looking into the |
of the Administra llm;bullho'.aﬂdﬁtlli'hlt:hu'

be insisted that, if gentiemen would be just, tiey must either
give the credit of the war and of the peace t both the army
and the Governmen!, or else deny credit to cither. Why
make this invidious distinetion > Why must he generals be
lauded because they were Whigs, while the Administration
who sent and who sustained them bo condemn d beciuse they
were Democrats 7 Gen, Beott told the Secretay of War what I
he proposed to do, viz. to hold the country ou his side the |
Sierra Madee, and remain on the defensive, [fere Mr, T
quoted the letier,] adding that it would be the policy of the
enemy to cut our lines of military defences.

Now, here was the sum and substance of the instructions of

the Department to General Scott : You must provide soffi- | fe

cient foree 10 enable General Toylor to hold this side of the
Sierra Madre, and the other troops are at your disposal 10 ope-
rate on the Gulf coast, especially at Vera Cruz.

He next read from the letter of General Scott © Gieneral
Taylor informing him (Gen. T.) that he was obliged 1o take
from him a large portion of the troops he had =0 g com-
manded ; that only sufficient force would be left him 1or the |
present to act on the defensive, &e.  This sufficicit force |
was provided for General Taylor to remain on the diensive, |
General Seatt being authorized to determine that quetion— |
for the Secretary himself said no positive directions would be
given touching the quantity of forces to be left at thes: respec~
tive points, and that Gen. Seott himself must determue that
question—yet, strange to say, the gentleman from Novth Ca-
relina intimated most broadly that the troops were wilidruwn
from Gen. Taylor that be might be defeated.

Mr. CLINGMAN (the floor being yielded ). said he liad not
intimated any such thing. He had said that they wer with-

, drawn from General Taylor by orders of the Department, and

they undertook to supply him with other troops in ther place,
but negleeted o do it f

Me. THOMPSON (resuming) said that reminded him of
one point.  As the gentleman from North Caroling vas nota
momber of the last Coigress, he would not therefore le Seld
resporsible, but his party would be held responsible fir it It
was this : why troops were not sent forward at an earier day,
When General Scott lefi bere it was supposed that lditional
troopss would be eent forwand

Mr. CLINGMAN (in his seat) said it was long befon that
that the bill aathorizing the President to raise 50,000 volun-
toers had passed.

Mr. THOMPSON replied, it was very trae. But he would
like 10 know of the gentleman from North Carolina if Geoeral
Seott did nol desire of the Administention ten th | regu-
lure, und if he did not say that he cousidered regulars abso-
lutely neressary for the service*

Mr. CLINGMAN was understood to remind the genilernan
that his party had a majority of seventy on this floor, aod could
puss any measure they hod a mind to.

M+ THOMPSON said that was very true ; but it was also
true thet the minarity conld, under the rales, delay the pas- |
sage of a bill; particularly in the Senate, by discusion. In |
this House they esrried it through with the atmost prompt- |
ness under the previous question. In the Senate they had a
very meager majority, and it was talked wpon nealy two
monthe.  Such was the history of the proceedings. Wio was
responsibile for it

Mr. HARALSON (Mr. T. yielding) said he hai better
avail limself of this opportanity perhaps to pot himeIf and |
the coantry right in regard 10 one matter. He did nol remem-
ber exactly the day upon which the bill providing for the ad-
ditional military force passed ; he thought it wasupon the 1 1th
of Febironry, 1847 ; but one thing he did remenbor well, be-
canse he was then scting in & position which mads it Lis duty
t look well into the matter—that the bill to rais the ten re-
riments was reported to this Hoose, he thou=ht, on the 29:h
December, certainly on the very first day at which it enuld be
done after the reference of the President’s mes<ize, and on the
day after that reference. It was under discussion until it pass-
ed in this House and the other.  The bill was piepared in an-
ticipation of the reforence of the President’s mesage ; and he
woull take occasion, ne it was porhaps his daty 1) do, to sy,
in behalf of the Committee on Military Afluirs, that every of-
fort was made by them, especinlly by himself, as chairman of
the committee, to press it o fionl action s snon as
Many motions were made by himself, as the clirman of that
committee, for that purpose, and they did obtaw action upon
it in this Houses, as well as the other, as #0042 the Opposi-
tion won'd let themn bave it

Mr. THOMPSON (resuming) said if this dilay, then, was
occasioned hy the action of Congress, apart fiom the
biliy of one party or the other, (for he did not care 1o make &
party speech, ) could ihe Administration be repansible 7 At
the time the troops were roguired the Adminerarion arged
thut they sbiould be raised at the very eacliest perind.  Toere
was not A member of the House, not & man in the country, but
knew that aefion, action was ealled for by the Department ;
that they desired carly and immedinte nction by Congress.
Gen, Noott at that time, and Gen. Taylor, o (ar a8 he knew,
belioved that thers was a rufficient force left for the army o
remain on the defensive, and heo (tien Beott ) thought be had
a sufficient force 1o go forward 1o Vera Uroz and atrack that
plaes ¢ and the result showed that his caleulatons did not de-
ceivg him.

And here be would say that he was struck with the remarks
of “'gl*m‘lll from North Carolina (M:. Crisoman,)
upon he (Mr. C ) wns Mr. Dixrox’s opinion
o the attack of Vers He wou'd [ike to know by

pon
earty on the war—** 1o conquer a peace,” as the phrase went ; | what suthority the gentleman spoke. So Mr. T.
if they hnd desired a peace they could have had it lng | ynderstood Col. Bxxrow, the gentleman hnl‘h( - ..3

him tatally, entirely, this morning. Whether m.’a

ion was & matter of moment or not ——
Mt, CLINGMAN interposed and (Mr. T, yielding) swid

 could furnish the means of carrying on the war and | he had referred 1o Mr. Brwron's speech on the Lieutenant

atill expose the abuses and denounce the
President, When Hannibal, after fighting the buttle of Cannm

Romans bad, while retsining means to defend them-
l-l-hu-.l.

.....,".'.'"‘-.':. ﬁ:m the city of Rome, found to hix dismay | other than Mz, Bawren
ent afier | ot the oppwite | eastle |

e,

wsurpations of the = General.

Mr. THOMPSON nﬂhnpm«!ﬂn had no

¢ s sperches He that hin

(Mr B, Muﬁ“nmnd&”
wa cauld go into the interior, and thet Vers Cron
fall pecessarily ; that it was not necessary to make &
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| given to Gen. Taylor to march to the Rio Grande up to the

let them deal fairly, equally with all, and let the country
decide.

Mr. HASKELL said he shouold favor the motion of the
gentleman from North Cardlina to reconsiler, for the purpose
of having this document printed entire when it was circulated
in the country. The best, the most suthentic history of this
war, was to be found upon the public reconds, and when those
records were oll published and sent to the country entire, then
alone would this country be able to judge properly and cor-
rectly to decide upon the conduct of the Exccutive. He was
firmly convinced from what he had seen, from what he had
heard, and from what he had read in reference to the conduct
of this war, that it had been characterized by a series of Ex-
ecutive blunders, from the very moment the order was first

present ; und he was finnly of the opinion that the protractad
character of this campaign had grown cotirely out of miscal-
culation, misapprebension on the part of the Executive in re-
to the character of the foe with whom we were con-

tending.

Could any reasonable man believe that the President of the
United States would have ever vrdercd Gen. Taylor to break
up his camp at Corpus Christi and to advance with his meager
force to the banks of the Rio Grande, if he had believed that
the enemy would have been there to meet him so promptly
and with such a force ! From the time this war commenced
the President had been laboring under the idea that our army
had to meet a foe too insignificant almost for American valor
to contend with, and had very evidently believed that he could
bully, threaten, intimidate Mexico into peace at any time he
desired. It was with this misapprehension that he had order-
ed the advance of the army to the banks of the Rio Grande.
The President believed, as Mr. slidell had informed him in
one of his from Mexico, that the appearance simply
of a formidable force on the banks of the Rio Grande would
be sufficient to intimidate the enemy to terms.  The President
had ealeulated without his hoet, and had found that mere bra-
vado, intimidation, bullying, ond threats, were not safficient
to awe.a_people into subjection who had their firesides and
their homes to defend. Bo for from being intimidated into
peace the enemy met our forees, crossed the river, and gave
them battle upon ground where the Prosident had supposed
our army would rest undisturbed.  When the battles of Palo
Alo and Resacn de la Palma occarrad it was then believed by
the President, and the party of which he was the head, and

located himself along the route to Mexico to wait for Gen. Scott.
If they could ‘have moved from Vers Cruz they could have
passed Cerro Goido ; but this Adminisiration, by its want of
energy, crippled the army, and afforded sid and comfort to
the eremy by enabling them to meet us at Cerro Gordo.
Well, Gen. Scott broke up his camp at Vera Cruz, marched
to Cerro Gordo, fought the ensmy there, and with a skill and mili-
wry science which has probably never been excellad by living
man, he conquered. The defeat at Uerro Gordg was a total
rout. There was not a remnant of the enemy lelt to make a
stand against our army. They were dispersed, driven in every
direction in despondency, overcome with the overwhelming de-
feat and disaster which had attended their footsteps. Mexico
was at that moment « ready prey for our army if Gen. Scott
had been permitted to advance. What was his condition ?
There was Mexico at that moment without an army—without
means of making any, even a respectable opposition to our
advante into the city of Mexico—and yet Gen. Scott was un-
ahle to move more than fifteen miles from'the field of batile.
Troops and means of transportation had been promired him,
but he had not got them. The term of the twelve months’
volunteers was about to expire, and if the Administration had
used ordinary diligence be could have taken the city of Mexi-
co before its expiration. But the delay in supplying him with
the meuns Lo advance compelled him to stay thme to recape-
rate and recruit his troops; the time of the twelve mouths’
volunteers appronched its close and they were sent home ; and
he was still compelled to linger there until reinforcements could
come up which he expected to arrive. If Gen. Scout cogld
have advanced after the battle of Cerro Gordo he could have
arrived in the city of Mexico without a single battle. ¢
Well, Gen. Scott moved on in time from Jalapa, and he
entered the valley of Mexico. He met the enemy at Contre-
ras and Churabusco, and fought and gloriously trinmphed
there. He theie nearly accomplished the object in view. Dt
it must be known that all this time—from the day he left Jir
lapa to his arrival in the city of Mexico—Gen. Scott was cons
tinually interfered with ; he was not only cramped for want
of proper means for etlicient operations, but he was continual:
ly interfered with by the President and bis agents.  Mr. Polk
seemed to hava no other idea than that after every battle there
was to be peace ; and he sent out Mr. Trist to carry out his
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impeached the wisdom of the Adminis-
that the Administration bad com-
of blunders from the’commencement of the
846 1o the present time, and that it had ex the
rals to reproach and censure.
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ign then looked to the occupation of the northern pro-
vinces of Mexico, and it had been eininently suceessful. Bat
then a new era occurred. The occupation alf the n‘;uhern
L was
necessary o occupy the whole Gulf coast, and it was th t
possible to go to the city of Mexico. Of the details ol‘m
movements the gentleman from North Carolina had tto
placo the responsibility on the Administration. 'I'o that
responsibility upon Gen. Taylor and Gen. Scolt he read ex-
tracts from several despatches. From these documents he
proceeded to show what number of men Gon. Taylor deemed
for the operation in the valley of the Rio Grande
and the Gulf coast, and stated that the Government called out
the number of troops that were required by itw genersl on
whose advice and ucommndnt::n it acted. The went
sent a message to Con, urging the necessury on to
furnish the force rnquiradﬁd where, then, was the respon-
eibility ?  He then proceeded to examine the responsibility of
those who ucted with a party majority, and to show that the
couree pursued by the friends of the gentleman from Tennes-
sco (Mr. Hasxerr) had the effect, whatever the design
might have been, to afford aid and comfort to the enemy.

He next proceeded with his documentary guotations to show
the agency of Gen. Bceolt in the movement on Vera Cruz and
Mexico. [t was Gen. Scott who took Gen. Taylor's forces.
He read Gen. Bceott's letter to Gen. T'aylor, written two days
after he received his order from the War Department, in
;rhigh he told Gen. Taylor that he must leave him on the de-
fensive. .

Mr. McL. said he was puttipg to the gentleman from North
Carolina the responsibility of Gen. Bcott. Gen. Scott had
not waited till he got to Mexico to judge whether it would be
necessary to take Gen. Taylor's troops from bim for Vera
Cruz ; he had got only as far as New York when he had al-
ready resolved to reduce Taylor to the defensive, and he did
it. He admitted that Gen. Scott had captured Vera Cruz
most successfully, most beautifully. Mr. Mcl.. was not de-
nying his merit, nor seekiog to lessen his well-car
he was only -‘.rg:rin‘ to refute his reproach against the Presi-
dent. And, all, Gen. Taylor had himself selected the
number of troops to be detailed to aid General Beott, re-
serving enough to defend the vallgy of the Rio Brave. He
had of choice advanced beyond Monterey, sfter capturing that
place, and had gone with his troops into the grazing country,’
and in the very face ot the enemy. L

When Gen. Scott wrote his letter of November 25, he
knew what additional reinforcements had been asked for ; he
said in that letter that the President had asked for seven new
regiments, and might probably soon ask for more. And then
came that very significant paragraph: ¢ We arv not withoat
¢ the hope that Congress will add ten or twelve ngw regiments
¢ to the regular establishment,”

Mr. McL. charged neither Scott nor Taylor with any want
of fidelity in the full discharge of their official duties, how-
ever ridiculous they might have rendered themselves by their
despatches to the War Dep The gentl from
North Carolina was not pleased with this correspondence ; it
was (uite unsatisfactory to him. And why } Because ¢ it did
not present Gen. Scott in as favorable a light as he deserved.”
In this Mr. McL. entirely agreed with the gentleman. He
thought it did not present him in a very favorable light. But
men who were the most brilliant in battle did not always shine
as brightly in the use of the pen a8 the sword.

After some remarks, not very well heard or comprebended
by the Reporter, Mr. McL. went on to eay that it was not
Gen. Pillow alone who stood in the way of Gen. Scott.
There was another Genersl who held a council of war after
the battle of Palo Alto, in which bis officers represented that

‘they were altogether,”with their toops, a part of the regular
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army, and had received their education at the Military Acade-
Scott had been alone—if he had not been bampered, and tied, | my ; that the destruction of West Point had long been a
and bound down by Mr. Trist, after the batsles of Churubus o | hobby with the Democrats, by whom they wero denounced
and Uontreras, Gen, Scott would have earned Mexico with- | as * charity scholars ;" that they did tiot wish 1o cast any
out the bloodshed which follewed. He (Mr. H.) charged the | reproach on the gallantry of the folunteers, but asked that
President of the United States with the lnss of every single | an opportunity might be given to the regulars ulone to rout
drop of blood 1 st by every American soldier from the gates of i and destroy this Mexican army, Gen. Taylor had given
Vera Cruz to the gaies of Mexico. He was accoun'able for | them no answer at the time, but had laid his hand upon Dun-
the whole of it. The President talked sbout aid and comfort | ean, and ordered him to eay to Mojor Bliss that they should
being given to the enemy ; he talked about a vigorous prose- | fight the enemy to-morrow. The gentleman from North Ca-
cution of the war ; but who had done more to furnizh aid and | roliva would find nothing in all that was done at Cerro Gordo,
eamfurt to the enemy and less towands a vig pre ion | or in any of the battles that fullowed, more beautiful or better
of the war than Mr. Polk? The President’s absorbing idea | worthy of contemplation than the moral courage of Duncan,
that we were to have peace after every batile seemed to have | who bad been reproachfully spoken of as ** Worth's pet.”
prevented ang provident arrangements for the vigorous prose- | It was Dancan's battery which gave brilliancy to the whole
cution of the war. He, by the delays for which he was ac- | campaign on the Rio Grande—his was a corps which had
countable, bad epabled the enemy to meet us in every field. | never known defeat. Many of those who were Gen. Scoil's
Wha, then, had given so much aid and comfort 1o the enemy | strongest admirers had considercd it undignified and even dis-
us Jumes K. Polk, the President of these United States ’ | gusting 1o call Duncan a pet; and it was the recurrence of
T'his was believed by those who believed this war to be neces- | such things on the part of that nander, which, appearing
sary as well as by those who were opposed to it. It was be- | in this correspondence, was calculited 15 present him unfa-
Leved by those who took part in it, who participated in its vie- | vorably before the country. It was tifese weaknosses of tem-
tories, and ponred out their life's blood for the honor and glory | per, these foibles of character, which must make Gen. Scott
of their country. He charged James K. Polk, for ordering { weak as a Presidential candidate in the minds of men of
an ineflic ent Torce to advance on the Rio Grande, with the | sense and reflection. There was so much in this

views, and opinions, and feelings in reference to it.  If Gen,

blood that was shed at Palo Alto and Ressca de la Palma.
He charged on James K. Polk the loss of so much life’s blood |
on the battle-field of Buena Vista, where Gen. Taylor was |
left with a handfal of men. Al this be charged on James K. |
Polk, the President of the United States. He charged that
James K. Polk, by his dilly-dallying course, had given time
to the enemy o meet us on every batde-field from Vera Cruz
to Mexico ; and he ealled for all the despatches and corres-
pondence, that it might be published to the world as the only
aathentic record and history of the war. When these docu-
ments shall be in the hands of men they would not fail to ree
that this war had been prot ! by the condoct of the Execu-

the great of the people that peace would follow—that
:Eiu mmﬁltm of American vuluri:rlhh proof of American |
prowess, would be sufficient 10 lring about a pegce. Dut l
here again the President, without that want of forecast which |
had charncterized bim from the commencement of the cam- |
F‘ﬂhﬁlm‘mh had most grievously miscalculated. |

is ohject was to show that the protracted character of this

campaign had been the favlt of the Execative, in his want of
foresight, and, it being so, that he was properly responsible to

tive, and that all the victoties that we have achieved have been
atributable to the skill of our generals and the indomitable
valor of our soldiers,

Before he took his seat he wished to make a #emark respeet-
ing an allusion made by the gentloman from Mississippi, (Mr.
Taoweson.) Not lessthan half o dozen times during his re-
marks, that gentleman had charged on the Whig party that
they brlicved this to be an unjust war. Nothing was more
than such an accusstion from the other side of the

the country for it.

The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca did not bring with
them It wan necessary to invade the territory of the |
enemy wtill fartber, to penelra‘e into the interior, and endea-
vor to conquer a peace, and st the same lime to wrest from
him his territory  Now, when it became sppareot that Gea,
Taylor would bave to proceed into the interior of the country,
and the battle of Monterey was to be fonght, he charged upon
the Executive that he had totaily failed 10 supply the General
who headed his troops with transportation and the supplies
necessary for the successful prosecution of the war.  He (Mr.
H.) was on the banks of the Rio Grande at that time. He
knew that Gen. Taylor, when he marched from Camargo to
Monterey, if he had had sufficient transportation, could have
taken with him more troops, more « more munitions.
He was compelled to move from Camargo in this crippled con-
dition, aml to assail Monterey with a foree inndequate to the
work to be performed. The battle of Monterey was a dear-
hought v'n:lm%; one which came near not being one at all ;
and if Gen. Taylor had had with him more artillery, more
men, there would have boen no necessity for a enpitul 3
and, instead of & surrender of the enemy, and their marching
out with the honors of war, he might have captured the whole
of them, and done much to conquer s pesce by crippling the
power of the enemy.

Heo charged this partial captore, this hall victory of Monte-
rey, if he might wo term it, upon the want of foresight, the
want of proper wisdom on the part of the Executive, in not
farnishing Gen. Taylor with the means and munitions neces.
-f{vh accomplish the object.

«ll, after Monterey fell, after that vic'ory was heralded
upon the wings of the wind, and the exuliation and joy with
which it was received in the United States was manifested, the
President of the United States, still furiher mistaking the cha-
racter of the of Mexico, was rendy Lo rest quiotly and
persaade bimeell into the bulief that the work was acenmplish-
ed, and that there was no further necessity for the vigorous
prosecution obthe war.  Ho believed that the Mexican nation
was humbled ; and it was for this reason, on sccount of this
opinion of the President of the United States, that Gen. Tay-
lor was left at Salullo with sach an inadeguate force as he
there commanded. He could not find it in hia heart to heliove
that the President of the ngnd m cherished the inhut;nmn
purpose of subjecting Gen, Tay his brave army to but-
chery. The thought was tso horrible to be conerived, much
luwlvehwbvmrlnd expressed. Ho believed the reason
why Gen. Taylor was not better dapplied with men, why there
were not more reinforcoments on his line than there were,
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lars were all taken from him ; ,
men at Monterry and Saltillo § and if it had not heen for the

cournge, the determination, and all
the glorious qualities that make a soldier which adorned that
old man, disaster would have followed, and Inmentation and
wo would have been the wail' of thio entire . What

regu - | the best

House and fromn Democratic ne wspapers taroughout this coun

tey.  They all charged that the wWhig party proclsimed this
to be an unjust war. Now, in some portions of the Whig
pariy that opinion was entertained ; but he (Mr. H.) spoke for
himself ; he could speak for the Whig party who were oppos-
ed to the war where he lived : he could speak, too, for the
Whigs of the Sonth on that subject ; and for himself and for
them he denied that they had ever characterized it bs an un-
jost war.  He had said that it was ily and uncos

stitutionally begun, and o he now said. A wa might be un-
justly begun, snd yot justly fought. A war might be unne-
cesenrily begun, and yet necessarily prosecuted. - It might be
unconstitutionally begun, and yet constitutionally continued

| ence akin 1o the famous letter that contained the. * plate of

soup,” that it was calculated 10 present Gen, Scott as small
in temper, considered ns a man, though not as a soldier.

And now Mr. MeL.. eame to a despatch which enabled him
to say to the House that Gen. Scott had been neither sos-
pended nor disgraced.  He alluded to a despatch written after
the famous soup letter, in which ho begged the President to
give him command of the army, from which it » that
the little sources of irritation which had so much vexed him were
nevertheless not sufficient 15 prevent him from asking to go to
Mexico and take Gen. Taylor's command. He wrote this on
the 12th of September. W hat had induced him to seek such
atrost 7 The causes were obvious. Gen. Scott was a man
of ability and « man ‘of ambition, and he wished to go to the
field to seek distinetion there.  “I'his was all right ¢ for this no
man would pretend to censure him. He was 8 man of mili-
tary experience, too, and military ecience, and he might think
it due 10 his past services. This, too, was all right. But
Gen. Seott was & man of very irritable temper, and this all
must admit.. Who, for example, now thought the Govern-
ment to have been wrong in the famous soup case > ' No
man, he believed, out of that House.  In another letter Gen.
Seolt bad said that he intended to take the city of Mexico,
but as soon as he got there he supposed he should be sue-

. Mr, McL. presumed that the gontleman from North
arolina would not contend that this was dignified or proper
language. After that came another despateh, which showed
the same initability, producing a conflict with his bosom
friend and old chum. On the ground of a mere anony-
mous letter, compiled at Pittsburg, of various fragments of
other eorrespondence, he flew out against his former friend,
and wrote that general order shout the * pet familiars of the
President ;" thus attacking one of the most gallant men that
ever 1 a field, a8 was his fiiend and Dunean

All he bad heand said by the Whig party was, that it was un-

ily and unconstitutionally began by the President, and
yerit was necessarily and constitutionally prosecuted. He
made a distinction in this way, He hold that Congress was
the war-making power. The President has no power to make
war without consulting Congress.  Well, then, this war was
unconstitu‘ionally commenced, bacause the President had not
the constitutional power to make war, The march of our ar-
my ‘on the Rio' Grande was an act of war beeanse it war an in-
vasion of temitory about which we had to treal.
When Congress agnin come together they found the country
in war. There was no time then to in uselens disens-
sion. In the emergency in which they were placed, they
found it neeessary 1o vote supplies of both men and money,
and honce the war which was unconstitutionally begun way
eonstitutionally eondocted.

He could readily imagine how a-war might be unjostly I
commenced, and vet justly proseented. For instanee, he
might use insalting language to the gentleman from Mirsis-
sippi.  He might endeavor 1o bully that gentieman and alarm
him by threats. The gentleman from snw might re-
ply in o similar spirit, and might insuit him (Mr. H.) in re.
turn, and ullimately strike him. He (Me. H ) would grant
that he had done wrong in threatening, bullying, and attempt-
ing to intimidate the gentleman from Mississippi, but be had
been struck, and consey he had to defend himself, and
whatever fighting he did after that, he cons dered was done
in self-defence, and fully justified. [Langhter.] Thus it
would be seon ho mode a distinetion. This may not be a
just war as fise an the Pregident was concerned, for ho hl as-
sumed to act for the representatives of the people, and with-
out consulting them, and thus bad involved us in a war with
Mexico.
the President sl of the prople. The President had done
wrong in getting us iuto this difficalty, but, being in, we mod
make the best of it. The President had got u< into a difi
culty, and now what they had to do was to get out of it in

they could.

Me. MeLANE next obtained the floor, and pme:oJadm
raply to the remacks of the from North Caroling,
(Mr. Gunsu.L The gentloman from North Carolina, in
what he (Mr. Mcl. ) viewed s a partisan speech, had com

that the prodaction of & r of
placed Gen, Seont bafore

!

He mude & wide distinction between the setion of | pla

But brave us Gen. Worlh might be, and Democrat as he was,
Mr. Mecl.. did not want him as a candidate, nor did his party.

[A voice. * His democracy will not hurt him "],

M1, t:mmu& qn:nﬂnbhimd t: Mhn:.w
that he had not to make n speech, nor
to detain the House over five minutes. He had tm
object for which he bad moved the by
bringing the attention of the mto '::ku.w condition
of the despatches it was now [

Mr. INGE rose to onler, eom-ulp Hing xﬂur. Crinomax,
having en once, was not entitled to por,

The CHAIR said this was troe, if any other gentlemon
wished to and claimed the floor when he rose.

Mr. INGE wid he claimed it. . :

‘I'he CHAIR replied that bo should have done so in time,
then. No one having elaimed it when the gentleman from
North Carolina rose, the floor had been assigned to him in

nen of the uniform ice of the House.

Mr. CLINGMAN went on to say that the gentleman fm!n
Maryiand (Mr. McLaxx) misunderstood bim.  He bed said
that one very i ant document in the nee of
Gan. Beots with t, in which he had laid dotvn
lis plan of the campaign, was wholly omittell in what hed'
bean trapsmitted to the House. The gentleman sakd that
Gen, Scott had bean willing 10 go to the at'sck of Vera Cror
with no munm.&m 1q,ooo(m. Bul.h:r.hﬁ.‘:l shown
that though this was true, Gen. Reout _promise
that when he got there he should receive a reinforcoment
10,000 more, which promise was not kept. As to the gene-
ral o der to which the gentleman had sliuded, it bad already
been paraded through the eountry because it was believed that
it might aperate 1o injute Gen. Scott ; but be had jusily
ined that the Government had not given him the whole
force which it had promised him. ‘V'he gentleman hed pro-
nounced a long and labored eulogy on Gen. Worh. Mr. C.
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had no wish or intention 1+ detesct in the slightest Jegree from




